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News from Key Stage 2 

This half-term, KS2 have been on quite the adventure—both on the page and in the 

classroom! In English, we have been captivated by the brilliant novel Varjak Paw by 

SF Said. The children have followed Varjak, the brave Mesopotamian cat, as he 

uncovers the truth behind mysterious cat disappearances. Using his escapades as 

inspiration, the children have been learning how to write newspaper articles—aiming 

for reporting that is nothing short of purr-fect. 

In Maths, we’ve been working hard on column addition and subtraction. The children 

have been practising exchanging, and although they can now confidently swap tens 

and hundreds, we’ve assured them this does not mean they can exchange their 

vegetables for pudding at lunchtime. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! Across the school, the children are busy 

practising their plays; learning lines and song lyrics along with dances and actions. There is 

so much hard work and preparation that goes into the productions prior to us performing 

to an audience. We are very much focused on being stage-ready for the week of December 

8th and hope you have your tickets booked to join us to see your children take to the stage. 

 

This weekend, the KTSCA are holding their annual Christmas Fayre. Please do come along 

and support this event- all funds raised go directly towards enriching the children’s 

experiences in school. At a time of ever-tightening school budgets, the support of the 

KTSCA is more important than ever at providing those little extras.  

 

Have a great weekend, 

 

Laura Weaver, Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Science, we have been investigating food groups and studying the human 

skeleton—discovering, among other things, that we have far more bones 

than a cat (though still not enough to help us land on our feet every time). 

 

Geography has taken us along the mighty River Nile as we explored the 

features of a river from its source all the way to the 

sea. Meanwhile in DT, cardboard has become our 

material of choice. After experimenting with 

cutting, shaping and joining techniques, the children showcased their 

creativity by making their own standing Christmas decorations—some of 

which look sturdier than an actual Christmas trees. 

 

And, of course, it’s all systems go for our Key Stage 2 

Christmas play, The Snowman. The children are 

working incredibly hard to learn their lines, songs, 

and stage directions. All words can be found on 

Google Classroom—perfect for practising at home 

(ideally not before the grown-ups have had their 

morning coffee). 

The KS2 children threw themselves into planning and 

making their healthy tortilla pizzas with the 

enthusiasm of budding chefs who’d just discovered the magic of melted cheese. They carefully picked 

ingredients from all the food groups—colourful veggies, a bit of protein, some dairy, and a 

carbohydrate-filled tortilla base — making sure their pizzas were as balanced as they were 

tasty.  Also, with a balance of chatter and concentration, they created delicious, healthy meals that  

showed just how delicious good food can be. 

We are incredibly proud of the children’s efforts this term and look forward to sharing their 

achievements with you soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Book recommendation: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Well done Donaldson  class on   

amazing attendance again! 

Reception  96.7 % 

Donaldson  98.2 % 

Anning   91.9 % 

Attenborough   98.1% 

Rashford  92 % 

Gates   94.4 % 

Mandela   92.5 % 

The Den  95% 

 

 

 

November 

29     KTSCA Christmas Fayre (11-2pm) 

December 

9 EYFS Christmas Play 

9 The Den Christmas Stay and Play 

10 KS1 Christmas Play (10am) 

10 KS2 Christmas Play (2pm) 

11 KS2 Christmas Play (10am) 

11 KS1 Christmas Play (2pm) 

16 Methodist Church Service (10am) 

17 Butterfly Book Assembly (9am) 

17 EYFS and KS1 Christmas Lunch 

17  KS2 Christmas Party 

18  EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party 

18  KS2 Christmas Lunch 

19  West Somerset Brass Band     

Performance for the children  

19  Break up for Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

Doniford 
 

1059 

Helwell 
 

946 

Blue Anchor 
 

865 

Warren Bay 
 

952 
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In our My Happy Mind we have continued 

to focus on the Celebrate unit, where 

children learn to recognise their strengths, 

acknowledge their achievements, and take 

pride in the progress they make—big or 

small. It’s been wonderful to see the 

children growing in confidence as they 

practise celebrating themselves and one 

another. This week, we’d love to set a little 

challenge for parents: take a few minutes 

each day to celebrate something your child 

has done well, and then share one thing 

you are proud of about your own day. 

Modelling this mindset shows children that 

celebrating ourselves isn’t boasting—it’s 

building confidence, resilience, and 

happiness.  

We raised an amazing £115 for Children in 

Need and another £205.29 for the Poppy 

Appeal! Thank you to everyone who donated.  

We are currently recruiting a new 

Caretaker – please see the office or our 

website for more details.   



Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas Tree! 

Last week, our Head Boy and Head Girl, Teddy and Charlotte, were taken to Willow Stream 

Christmas Trees in Timberscombe by Mrs Weaver and Mrs Knowles to choose our trees. They were 

both super excited to make their selections and took time to find the best-looking trees. A big thank 

you to the KTSCA who have funded the trees for the school. We were really excited to see all the 

amazing decorations the children have made adorning the tree in the school hall. Thank you for your 

support in making them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gymnastics 

Over the last couple of weeks, Mr 

Harrison has taken gymnastics teams 

from Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 to 

Minehead First School to compete in 

an Area Schools Competition. Whilst 

sadly we didn’t win, the children 

enjoyed learning the routines and 

competing! A big thank you to Mr 

Harrison for supporting the children 

to learn the routines and to the 

parents who were able to transport 

the children to the event.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

We had a slight change of plans for our Christmas Pudding evening, but a few of us still 

had a lovely time and raised around £120.  

We were able to help the school buy their Christmas trees which, I am sure you will 

agree, look beautiful!  

We have been working very hard behind the scenes sorting everything out for our 

Christmas Fayre tomorrow, from 11am til 2pm- hopefully you've all got your grotto 

tickets! We have been donated some absolutely brilliant raffle prizes too and there will 

be loads of games and fun activities to join in with, so please come along. This is one of 

our bigger fundraisers to help put on events and workshops throughout the year, so we 

really appreciate your support. Also a really big Thank You to the Co Op for their 

generous donation of £250! This will go towards resources for both KS1 and 2 and 

EYFS. Finally, the date of our AGM is 8th Dec, 7pm at The Star Inn, all are welcome.  

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 


